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     Boy, has this year flown!  This 
edition of the Emerald Coast 
Guardian marks the fourth 
quarterly release, or the last of 

my tenure this year as your 

president.  I have been extremely 
honored to have served as we 

continue our efforts to advocate 
aerospace power and a strong 

national defense; educate the 

public about the critical role of 
aerospace power in the defense 

of our nation; and support the 
United States Air Force, the Air 

Force family, and aerospace 
education.   

 

     I was fortunate to travel to 
the  2009  AFA  Na t iona l 

Convention in National Harbor, 
MD, just across the river from 

Wash ington DC in  mid -

September.  During that event, I 
was extremely humbled to  

accept the 2009 Exceptional Unit 
Award for Community Relations 

as our chapter was selected 
number one out of over 230 

chapters nationwide.  Way to go!!  

I was also honored to serve as 
one of just over 200 delegates to 

this annual event, where we 
elected a series of new members 

of the board, as well as took on 

the challenge of a dues increase 
in the coming year.   

 
     On the subject of national 

officers, the following were 

chosen to lead the national 
organization in 2010: 

 

Chairman of the Board—Joe 

Sutter was reelected. 

Vice Chairman of the Board 

for Field Operations—Jim 

Lauducci was reelected. 

Vice Chairman of the Board 

for Aerospace Education—

Sandy Schlitt was reelected. 

National Secretary—Joan Sell 

from Colorado was elected. 

National Treasurer—Steve 

Lundgren was reelected. 

National Directors at Large:  

Larry Lawson from Georgia; 
Bill Looney from Texas; and 

David Vesely from Maryland 

were all elected.   

National Director from the 

West Geographic Area—
Wayne Kauffman from 

California was elected. 
 

     Delegates also voted to raise 

dues with new rates to take 
effect no earlier than June 2010.  

This is the first dues increase in 9 
years for AFA, and the amounts 

reflect the total increase in the 

Consumer Price Index over that 9
-year period, over 27 percent, 

while the dues increase is 
approximately 25 percent.  The 

new rates are:  1-year:  $45; 3-
year:  $110; Life Membership:  

$600. 

 
     Lastly, your Eglin Chapter-

s p o n s o r e d  S c h o l a r s h i p 
Foundation is busy planning their 

only fund raising activity that 

supports the scholarship awards 
program — the Doolitt le 

Scholarship Open.  Players will 
tee off on Thursday, October 15, 

2009 at the Eglin Golf Course.  
More info contained inside. 
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Doolittle Scholarship Open tees off October 15 
 

Major fundraiser features Team Eglin competition 
 

Preparations are well underway for the Doolittle Scholarship Open Golf Tournament, to be held at the 

Eglin Golf Course on Thursday, October 15.  Held in conjunction with the 2009 Air Armament Sympo-
sium, the tournament is the primary fund raiser for the Chapter’s Scholarship Foundation.   

 
“We are busy finalizing all the arrangements to make this a great event,” said Gen (ret) Bill Kirk, DSO 

Foundation Chairman.  “The funds we generate from this tournament provide numerous scholarships to 
a wide range of students in our area.”  In addition to scholarships, proceeds from previous tournaments 

were also used to establish the Jimmy Doolittle Endowed Teaching Chair in Mathematics and Science at 

Northwest Florida State College.  “Education is a central component of the mission of AFA,” said Jeff 
Fanto, AFA Chapter President.  “The success of the golf tournament ensures the Eglin Chapter does 

everything it can to support this key area in our community.”   
 

While scholarship is the central theme, there is also a tournament within a tournament with the Team 

Eglin competition.  The competition pits 4-person teams from the various units at Eglin against one an-
other.  “Teams are forming now so get in your unit and get your foursome lined up and registered,” Gen 

Kirk says.   
 

To register for the tournament, go to www.meetingspots.net or mail in the registration form available at 
the Eglin Golf Club pro shop and at various golf courses in the area.  Call Grady Jordan, 850-651-1316, 

or Ron Johnson, 850-883-3229, with any questions.   
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

It’s election time — slate of candidates offered for 2010 
 
     September marks the time of year to select Chapter leadership for the new year.  For 2010, the 

nominating committee has presented the following slate, which was approved for placement on the bal-
lot for election by the membership at large. 

 
President—Jeff Fanto 

 

Vice President—Howard Oakes 
 

Secretary—Shirley Pigott 
 

Treasurer—Steve Czonstka 

 
     Members are encouraged to cast their vote using the ballot provided on the last page of the Guard-
ian.  Write in candidates for each office are welcome.  Please return your completed ballot by October 
15 or vote via e-mail at eglin_chapter_AFA@cox.net.  
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Help Wanted:  Newsletter Editor 
 

The Chapter is in need of a volunteer to take over production of The Emerald Coast Guardian, plus as-

sist in getting stories in local newspapers based on the activities of the Chapter.  If anyone has a pen-
chant for writing and wants to get involved, contact Jeff Fanto, chapter president, at jeff.fanto@cox.net, 

or by calling 850-678-4864. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

mailto:eglin_chapter_AFA@cox.net


REGISTRATION FORM 
Doolittle Scholarship Open Golf Tournament 

Thursday, 15 October 2009 – Eglin Golf Course 
Team Eglin Unit Competition 

$200 Entry Fee  
 

Sponsoring Unit/Org__________________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Person_________________________ Phone ­_______________ 

 

Player #1_________________________________ USGA Index ________ 
 

Player #2_________________________________ USGA Index ________ 
 

Player #3_________________________________ USGA Index ________ 
 

Player #4_________________________________ USGA Index ________ 
(Each player must be a member of the sponsoring unit) 

 

Each Eglin AFB unit (wing, group, squadron or detachment) competing in the Team Eglin Unit Competition will also 
be competing in the Doolittle Scholarship Open Golf Tournament and eligible for all prizes.  The 1st place team in 
the Team Eglin Competition wins a Team Eglin trophy which rotates each year to the appropriate winning team. 
 

WHAT’S INCLUDED & PRIZES 

The $200 Unit entry fee includes green fee/cart, range balls, lunch, refreshments on the course and Awards 
Party following play for all players.  The Awards Party will feature prizes for winning teams from 1st thru 4th 
place and a silent auction.  Door prizes may include DVD players, VCR’s, golf equipment, vacations and 
much more.  Door prize tickets & mulligans may be purchased.  Hole-in-one prizes on selected Par 3’s may 
include a new car, vacation, $10,000 and other prizes.  Players may invite guests to the Awards party for 
$20 per person.  The Team Eglin Unit Competition trophy will be awarded during the Awards Party immedi-

ately following play. 

 

REGISTRATION / FORMAT 

All players must sign-in at registration tent no later than 0700.  Shotgun start at approximately 0730.  Play 

format is Florida Low ball (scramble).  Gross scores will be adjusted by each team’s total handicap to determine 

final winners.  If you have no USGA index (handicap), one will be assigned.  Units must include all player infor-

mation on their registration form.    

 

REGISTRATION 

Each Unit must submit its own registration form no later than 9 October – late registrations will not be hon-

ored.  This form, along with payment, should be mailed to the AFA Scholarship Foundation, Team Eglin Unit 

Competition, PO Box 176, Shalimar, FL  32579.  Call Grady Jordan (850-651-1316) or Ron Johnson (850-883-

3229) with any questions.  Units may substitute players due to TDY’s, etc. 

 

The Air Force Association (AFA) is an independent, nonprofit, civilian education organization promoting public understanding of aerospace 

power and the pivotal role it plays in the security of the nation and actively supports the Air Force mission and Air Force family. 

Advocate – Educate - Support 



2009-2010 Eglin Chapter Activities  
 

Your participation in Eglin AFA Chapter activities is always highly encouraged.  Your atten-

dance at the chapter activities only increases your ability to educate, advocate and support the 
Air Force mission.  Listed below is the tentative schedule of activities through the end of the 

2009 calendar year plus the start of 2010.  This list will be continuously updated throughout the 

year via the Guardian newsletter as more accurate information is developed.   
 

Oct—Dec 
 13-14 Oct Air Armament Symposium Emerald Coast Conference Center 

 15 Oct  Doolittle Open Golf Tourney Eglin Golf Course 

 20 Oct  Chapter Executive Board  Bob Hope Village 

 27 Oct  AFA All Stars Luncheon  Enlisted Club 

 31 Oct  NW Florida Area Meeting  Panama City 

 6 Nov  Jeff Shaara Book Signing  Armament Museum 

 11 Nov  Veterans Day Ceremony  Beal Cemetery, FWB 

 17 Nov  Chapter Executive Board  Bob Hope Village 

 19-20 Nov Global Warfare Symposium Beverly Hills CA 

 15 Dec  Chapter Executive Board  Bob Hope Village 

 

Jan—Mar 2010 
 19 Jan  Chapter Executive Board  Bob Hope Village 

 16 Feb  Chapter Executive Board  Bob Hope Village 

 18-19 Feb AFA Air Warfare Symposium Rosen Shingle Creek, Orlando  

 16 Mar  Chapter Executive Board  Bob Hope Village 

We appreciate our Community Partners and their support of Air 
Force personnel and the mission of the Air Force Association. 
 
Raytheon Systems Company  Bay Area Awards  Eyewear Unlimited 

Dave Andrews    Dennis Dwyer   Dr Charles Henriott 

60 Second St., Ste 601   102 Bailey Drive   1187 John Sims Pkwy 
Shalimar FL  32579   Niceville FL  32578  Niceville FL  32578 

850-651-1314    850-729-2664   850-678-6211 
 

Lockheed Martin Corp  Chiropractic Associates Hsu Enterprise Group LLC 

Missiles and Fire Control   Dr. Scott Ewing   Dr. Paul Hsu 
Randy Bigum     705 W. John Sims Pkwy  709 Anchors St, NW 

5600 Sand Lake Road, MP-615   Niceville FL  32578  Fort Walton Beach FL  32548 
Orlando FL  32819    850-678-8048   850-244-7293 

407-356-4465 
 

Chiropractic Associates  The Boeing Company  Lockheed Martin Corp 

Dr. Dean Jacks    Bob “Buffalo” Marinan  Grady Jordan 
705 W. John Sims Pkwy   51 Third St   51 Third St, Bldg 11 

Niceville FL  32578   Shalimar FL  32579  Shalimar FL  32579 
850-678-8048    850-651-0163   850-651-1316 

 

Military Media, Inc.   Two Trees Restaurant BTAS, Inc 
Rick Smith    Saras Taveprungsenuk  Howard Oakes 

417 Racetrack Rd., NW   1959 Lewis Turner Blvd.  6 Eleventh Ave, Suite F-1 
Fort Walton Beach FL  32547  Fort Walton Beach FL  32547 Shalimar FL  32579 

850-864-2550    850-833-9665   850-651-1700 
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The Emerald 

Coast Guardian 

is published quarterly  
by the Eglin Chapter,  
Air Force Association. 
Editor - 
Jeff Fanto 
 

 

    
  

2010 Eglin Chapter Election Ballot  

Ɗ President ñ Jeff Fanto  

Ɗ President _________________________ (Write In) 

Ɗ Vice President ñ Howard Oakes  

Ɗ Vice President ______________________ (Write In) 

Ɗ Secretary ñ Shirley Pigott  

Ɗ Secretary _______________________ (Write In) 

Ɗ Treasurer ñ Steve Czonstka  

Ɗ Treasurer ________________________ (Write In) 
 

Cut out and mail completed ballot to:  
 

Eglin Chapter, Air Force Association  

ELECTION BALLOT 

P.O. Box 176 

Shalimar FL  32579 
 

Deadline is 15 October 2009  


